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The Oskar Diethelm Historical Library continued to 
grow in size and strength during 1975, and its impor- 
tance on a national scale was formally acknowledged. 

We have been invited by the Library of Congress to par- 
ticipate in their nationwide project to catalog rare 
book material. 


The Historical Library owes its existence to Dr. 
Diethelm, who came to Cornell as Professor of Psychia- 
try in 1936, convinced of the importance of a knowledge 
of its historical roots to the development of modern 
psychiatry. When he began to acquire books for the 
Payne Whitney Psychiatric Clinic Library Dr. Diethelm 
began a historical collection illustrating the growth 
of the discipline which grew steadily, and in 1952 was 
physically separated from the departmental library and 
located in a rare book room, On Dr. Diethelm's retire- 
ment in 1962 the collection was named to honor the per- 
son instrumental in its formation. The Oskar Diethelm 
Historical Library now contains 14,190 volumes, an 
increase of 1138 over the past year. 


The continued growth of the collection into one 
of the finest in the field has been the result of a 
combination of factors. The first marks an ironic rever- 
sal of a flow that began in 1823, when the Department 
of Psychiatry of the New York Hospital moved to Bloom- 
ingdale, and a separate library was set up on the prem- 
ises for the convenience of the staff doctors. Many of 
these books, from what is probably the oldest separately 
constituted institutional psychiatric library in the 
country, are now of historical importance, and have been 
transferred back to the New York Hospital vicinity, to 
the Diethelm Library. Each year we come closer to fully 
incorporating and cataloging the historical books from 
the Westchester Division; our backlog has been markedly 
reduced this year through support from a grant from the 
Josiah Macy, Jr. Foundation, 
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In order to determine the direction of its growth, 
and build on existing strength to achieve a comprehen- 
sive and notable collection, a library must be able to 
make selective purchases of suitable books which come 
onto the rare or out of print book market, at auction 
or through specialized dealers. Through funds provided 
by endowments and gifts of the Friends of the Oskar 
Diethelm Historical Library, organized in 1964, the 
Diethelm Library has been able to compete successfully 
in this area, and pursue its desired objective of pro- 
viding an unmatched resource for scholars interested 
in the history of psychiatry. This brief description 
of some of the highlights of our 1975 acquisitions will 
illustrate some of the factors we take into considera- 
tion in deciding whether to purchase a particular item. 
In all, the Friends added 167 volumes to the collection 
in 1975 (including 10 doctoral dissertations, 9 hospital 
reports and 9 journals). 


The Diethelm Library already contains most of the 
classics of psychiatric interest printed in the first 
centuries after the invention of the art of printing, 
but we continue to add to this collection wherever 
possible. This past year Friends funds enabled us to 
obtain a copy of the second edition of a major work in 
the area of hallucinations and visions, Pierre LeLoyer's 
Discours, et Histoires des Spectres, Visions et Appari- 
tions des Esprits, Anges, Demons, et Ames, se monstrans 
Visibles aux Hommes, printed in Paris in G05. The 
first edition of this work, published in Antwerp in 
1586, contained only four volumes; our expanded version 
is divided into eight. LeLoyer, a learned French lawyer, 
investigated the problem of the appearance of spiritual 
beings in order to prove their existence, and the variety 
of forms in which they appeared to men. His highly 
scholarly, well-documented work was very respected by 
his contemporaries, and had a wide influence. 


Thanks to the support of the Siegfried and Josephine 
Bieber Foundation, we were able to obtain an English 
translation of Levinus Lemnius's The Touchstone of Com- 
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plexions: Expedient and Profitable for all Such as Bee: 
Desirous and Careful of their Bodily Health. Only one 
copy of this translation, printed in London in 1633, was 
recorded in the Short-Title Catalogue, the standard loca- 
tion guide, as in an American library; we are justly 
proud of adding our copy to this one. Lemnius was a 
prominent hygienist who first studied theology and then 
medicine under Vesalius. In this work, Lemnius discusses 
human temperaments and the use of their knowledge in the 
prevention of physical and mental illness. 


Another quite rare title which we were able to pur- 
chase was Dr. John Bond's An Essay on the Incubus, London, 
1753. This study of dreams exemplifies our efforts to 
acquire individual works, often by relatively unknown 
authors, which significantly contribute to our holdings 
in a particular subject. Bond, who apparently was a 
physician in North Carolina, had taken his concern with 
his experiences with nightmares and, by expanding his 
1751 doctoral dissertation, produced the first separate 
Study of nightmares in English. 


In addition to building upon the existing strengths 
in our collection we strive to add to weaker areas which 
have suffered from a lack of available material. This 
year we became aware of an Italian rare book dealer who 
had a great number of psychiatric works, and through 
Friends and Margaret S. Millhauser funds purchased over 
one hundred volumes, Our Italian collection, hitherto 
quite limited, is now becoming a most useful resource 
for historians of Italian psychiatry. We were also able 
to purchase with Millhauser funds 134 volumes illustrat- 
ing the history of mania and melancholia. La Melancolie, 
Paris, 1897, by J. Roubinovitch and Edouard Toulouse, 
is an example of that collection. 


Our holdings in early American psychology were 
uneven, and we are very grateful to Mrs. Louise E. Glass 
for making a number of purchases possible. Two of the 
books are reprints from the Scottish school of philosophy, 
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and are first American editions: Francis Hutcheson's 

A Short Introduction to Moral Philosophy, Philadelphia, 
1788, and a less well known work by the famous Adam 
Smith, The Theory of Moral Sentiments, Philadelphia, 
1817, A book entitled Natural Principles of Rectitude, 
New York, 1795, was written by Johann D. Gros, a Pro- 
fessor of Moral Philosophy at Columbia College. The 
last item is a little volume entitled The Law of Nature, 
or Principles of Morality, Philadelphia, 1796, by a 
French iter and traveler, Comte de Volney. Volney 
had promulgated the justification of suicide in certain 
cases during a discussion with Benjamin Rush in 1794. 
The preceding books, published before the era of scien- 
tific psychology, clearly indicate the relationship 


that philosophy and religion had to early psychological 
writings. 


The Oskar Diethelm Historical Library is, primarily, 
a research facility; we therefore continually attempt 
to purchase material which will enhance the usefulness 
of the collection to scholars. We are always anxious 
to obtain any edition of a significant work in which 
revisions may have been made; these demonstrate changes 
in thought which may have resulted from subsequent 
research or response to the reaction to earlier editions. 
Psychiatric textbooks, which were frequently revised, 
reveal the development of teaching practices as well as 
of the discipline. This year we were quite fortunate 
to obtain copies of both the first edition of Sir 
Alexander Morison's Outlines of Lectures on Mental 
Diseases, published in Edinburgh in 1825, and the 
fourth edition, Lectures on Insanity, published in 1848 
with additions and revisions by Sartaon’ s son, Thomas 
C. Morison, who had assisted in teaching the class after 
1840. We also added the important first edition of 
Forbes Winslow's On Obscure Diseases of the Brain, London 
1860, to our existing holdings of the textbooks and 
treatises of this prominent physician, forensic psychi- 
atrist, and teacher. We were delighted to obtain, | 
through Millhauser funds, a copy of the fifth and final, 
posthumous edition of Benjamin Rush's Medical Inquiry 
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and Observations Upon the Diseases of the Mind, 
Philadelphia, 1635, to add to our holdings of the 
first, third and fourth editions of this most influ- 
ential American work on mental disease, for many years 
the only American textbook of psychiatry. Leon Edel, 
the eminent literary scholar, recently delivered the 
1975 Benjamin Rush Lecture at the annual meeting of the 
American Psychiatric Association in Anaheim on “The mad- 
ness of art." In his presentation he referred to the 
concept of "“tristimania", Rush's term for depressive 
hypochondriasis. 


We are always eager to add items which fit in with 
existing material, and so increase resources for the 
study of a particular disease, symptom, theory or prac- 
tice. These subject collections are informal but essen- 
tial units within the larger collection, crossing bound- 
aries of time and place, and of inestimable importance 
to the historian. One such area is the history of alco- 
holism, an early interest of Dr. Diethelm's. During 
this past year we acquired several fascinating items 
relating to this topic through Friends and Bieber funds. 
The earliest is an address delivered. to the House of 
Commons in 1736 by Thomas Wilson, Distilled Spirituous 
Liquors the Bane of the Nation, in which the members 
of Parliament are urgently requested, for political and 
medical reasons, to place an immediate and complete ban 
on alcohol. In 1819 the eighth edition of Benjamin 
Rush's pamphlet An Inquiry into the Effects of Ardent 
Spirits Upon the Human Bod and Mind offered moral and 
Seta arguments against the consumption of alcohol, 
as well as means of preventing its use, and treating 
its effects. We also acquired copies of the second 


edition of Robert Macnish's The Anatomy of Drunkenness, 
published in Glasgow in 1828, and William Carpenter's 
On the Use and Abuse of Alcoholic Liquors, Philadelphia, 


Another subject area which was greatly enhanced by 
our purchases during 1975 is phrenology. The Francis 
S. Cartmell fund enabled us to purchase twenty note- 
worthy works which we were lacking. Perhaps the most 


ais 


notable acquisition in this area is the six volume set 
of the Works of Franz Joseph Gall, published in The 
Phrenological Library series in Boston, 1835. The 
Diethelm Library previously had only the French edition 
of the Works. The English edition is notable for the 
role played by Isaac Ray, one of the founders of the 
APA, in the translation, and for the fact that certain 
sections, such as the one on sex, were not translated, 
but left in French. This major purchase also included 


the rare Transactions of the Phrenological Society of 
Edinburgh for ; 


The Reference Collection of the Diethelm Library 
is an invaluable support collection for the Historical 
Library, providing scholars with the necessary background 
for their research efforts. This year we made consid- 
erable additions to this collection, adding well over 
two hundred volumes. With Cartmell funds we purchased 
the essential and authoritative reference tool, the 


British Museum General Catalogue of Printed Books, in 

a Readex Microprint edition, and a run (22 volumes) of 
Studies in Bibliography, published annually by the 
Bibliographical Society of Virginia, a wealth of orig- 
inal scholarly research on bibliographical problems. 
With Friends, departmental and Millhauser funds we pur- 
chased many significant contemporary monographs in the 
fields of psychiatric and medical history, literature, 
psychology, parapsychology, social sciences and history, 
and a major bibliography of Dutch psychiatric and neuro- 


logical writings, published in four volumes from 1922 
to 1937. 


Archives of Psychiatry 


Although Dr. Diethelm's original conception of 
the library included only published works that illus- 
trated the history of psychiatry, we have in past years 
begun to develop a noteworthy collection of manuscript 
and archival material, From an informal beginning, the 
collecting of manuscripts gained momentum in 1966 when 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. Blatt established a fund for 
that purpose. In recognition of that gift, Dr. and 
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Mrs. Eric T. Carlson then presented their varied col- 
lection of psychiatric manuscripts. In 1975, the Blatt 
Fund made it possible for us to purchase an outstand- 
ing letter written by the prominent nineteenth century 
physician Henry Halford. Halford, who attended George 
IV, William IV, and Victoria, was President of the Royal 
College of Physicians, and delivered many addresses to 
that body on psychiatric topics, which were later pub- 
lished, In this letter, written in 1840 to an unnamed 
recipient, Halford endorses capital punishment for the 
insane, and expresses the opinion that the example set 
by this practice might curtail criminally insane acts. 


In 1975 we received several important gifts of 
the official papers of various psychiatric societies 
and institutions which illustrate the development of 
such professional organizations, and the role played 
by prominent members of the profession in their growth. 
Organizations which presented us with their papers dur- 
ing this year include the New York Psychiatric Society 
(1903- ), The Vidonian Club (1913- ) an offshoot of the 
former, and the National Association for Mental Health 
(1908- ). The former two organizations are mainly com- 
posed of the leaders of psychiatry in the greater New 
York area. The latter organization was founded in 1909 
by Clifford W. Beers as the National Committee for 
Mental Hygiene, and has a distinguished record of fur- 
thering the cause of mental health across the country. 


The varied nature of the material we have acquired 
this year reveals the philosophy with which we are at- 
tempting to build the Oskar Diethelm Historical Library. 
We perceive our goal to be the development of the finest 
national resource for scholars of psychiatric history. 
The core collection established by Dr. Diethelm placed 
us in the forefront of the field, with a collection 
which included almost all of the psychiatric classics. 
Our growth has been guided by a desire to acquire mate- 
rial which will add to an understanding of the develop- 
ment of psychiatric theory and practice regardless of 
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the form in which it was published or the obscurity 

in which its author or its publication may have been 
Shrouded. We actively attempt to seek out such items, 
and to purchase them when they are offered to us. 
Finally, we attempt to purchase in microfilm or micro- 
fiche copies of essential texts unavailable in the 
original. 


These diverse activities obviously entail consid- 
erate expenses, which increase yearly in times like 
the present. A contribution to the Oskar Diethelm 
Historical Library, in the form of membership in our 
Friends group, longer term donations, or an endowed 
fund, is a contribution towards the collection and 
preservation of the heritage of psychiatry. If we do 
not purchase an obscure item when it is offered to us 
it may disappear and be lost to psychiatric historians 
for years. If we cannot maintain our collection, or 
repair a crumbling, brittle volume, its intellectual 
contents will be lost when it physically disintegrates. 
To preserve and illuminate the historical perspective 
which is so essential to a sensitive response to the 
present and the future, we urge interested parties to 
join our effort, and to encourage others to do so. We 
welcome with pleasure those who wish to play an active 
role in the future progress and growth of our collection. 
We warmly thank the Friends who have supported us so 
loyally during the past dozen years. 


Membership Information: 


An enclosed card lists the various categories of 
membership in the Friends of the Oskar Diethelm Historical 
Library, beginning with an annual fee of $15.00. There 
are in addition opportunities for longer term contribu- 
tions, to be acknowledged on bookplates to be inserted 
in volumes purchased through such gifts. An endowment 
fund can be established by a gift or bequest in a will 
of $5,000 or more to the Cornell University Medical 
College. Such funds provide a secure source of yearly 
income, and in addition serve as a permanent memorial 


to the generosity of the donor. 
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We also want to extend our sincere thanks to the 
following who made gifts of manuscripts and books to 


the Library: 


Mrs. 


Ur. 
Dr. 
Dr. 
Dr. 
3g 
Dr. 
Dr. 


Adolph J. Borenstein 
and Mrs. Eric T. Carlson 
Ralph M, Crowley 
Norman M, Dain 
Grace R, Ferguson 
Thomas F. Henley 
Joseph C. Hinsey 
Olga Knopf 


Miss Emily L. Martin 


Dr. 


George Mora 


Mrs. Charles Poore 


Dr. 


Jacques M, Quen 


Mrs. Phyllis Rubinton 


Mr. 
Dr. 
Dr. 
Mr. 


Oscar Schreyer 
Hans Syz 

Anthony A. Walsh 
Jeffrey Wollock 
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MEMBERS OF THE FRIENDS, 1975 


ENDOWMENTS 


The Frances S. Cartmell Fund 
The Margaret S. Millhauser Fund 


HONORARY MEMBER 


Dr. Oskar Diethelm 


LIFE MEMBERS 


Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. Blatt 
Mrs. Dorothy V. Dalton 
Mrs. Louise E. Glass 

An Anonymous Friend 


PATRON MEMBERS 


Dr. and Mrs. Eric T. Carlson 
Dr. Robert E. Hardy 
For Dr. Carl Muschenheim 
Dr. Jacques M, Quen 


SUSTAINING MEMBERS 


Dr. Michael Beldoch 
Dr. Marilyn G. Karmason 
Dr. Bernard Landis 
Dr. Edward E. Seelye 
Dr. Robert J. Stoller 
Dr. Hans Syz 


Dr. 
Dr. 
Dr. 
Dr. 
Dr. 
Mr. 
Dr. 
Dr. 
ge 
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CONTRIBUTING MEMBERS 


Gerald A. Anderson 
Stuart Ashman 

John M. Astrachan 
Nelson Borelli 
James E. Baxter 
Edward W. Bourne 
Remo R, Cerulli 
Arnold Cooper 
Gabriel de la Vega 


Mrs. Oskar Diethelm 


Dr. 
Mr. 
Dr. 
OY. 
Dr. 
Dr. 
oY. 


Dr. 


Lawrence A. Downs 

& Mrs. Birkett R. Elvidge 
Herbert Fensterheim 
Lawrence Friedman 

William A. Frosch 

& Mrs. Fritz Fuchs 

& Mrs. Sanford Goldstone 


Dr. 
Dr. 
Dr. 
Dr. 
Dr. 
Mr. 
Dr 
Dr. 
Dr. 
Dr. 
Dr. 
Mrs. 
Dr. 
OY. 
Dr. 
Dr. 
Mr. 


ANNUAL MEMBERS 


Edward T. Adelson 
Arthur A. Anderson 


. Anthony A. Arce 
. Marie K. Azar 
. Valer Barbu 


A, Louise Brush 

Paul Bradlow 

& Mrs. Arvid V. Carlson 
Jacob R. Christ 

Charles C. Dahlberg 

& Mrs. Norman Dain 
George E. Daniels 


Miss Elizabeth H. Day 


Dr. 


Hannah S. Decker 


Dr. 
Dr. 
Dr. 
Dr. 
Dr. 
Dr. 
Dr. 
Dr. 
Dr. 
Dr. 
DY. 
Dr. 
Dr. 
Dr. 


John Gussen 

Francis Hamilton, Jr. 

M. Dorothea Kerr 

Roosey Khawly 

Hae Ahm Kim 

& Mrs. Leslie Larson 

William T. Lhamon 
Bernard Mathis Malloy 
Robert Michels 
Bradford G. Murphey 

Peter I. Ostwald 
Charles Poore 

Edwin R. Ranzenhofer 

Robert A. Ravich 

Philip S. Robbins 

Jesse Schomer 

& Mrs. Leslie J. Schreyer 


Paul F. DeGara 

Joseph T. English 

Mio Fredland 

Arturo Flores Gallardo 
James Gibbs 

& Mrs. Frank Glenn 

& Mrs. Victor Goldin 
Seymour Gruber 

Leon D. Hankoff 

& Mrs. Thomas F. Henley 
Joseph C. Hinsey 

M. Ralph Kaufman 

Olga Knopf 

Helen P. Langner 
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ANNUAL MEMBERS 


continue 
Dr. L. Gerald Laufer Dr. W. C. M. Scott 
Miss Veronica H. Lazarus Dr. Jeri A. Sechzer 
Dr. Alfred B. Lewis, Jr. Dr. Arthur K. Shapiro 
Dr. Alan A. McLean Dr. S. Mouchly Small 
Dr. Alexander R. Martin Dr. Gerard P. Smith 
Dr. Marlin R. Mattson Dr. James H. Spencer, Jr. 
Mr. Erich Meyerhoff Dr. A. Thornton Vandersal] 
Dr. Anna J. Munster Dr. Joseph W. Verhey 
Dr. Robert Osnos Miss Lillian A. Wahrow 
Dr. Nicholas Pastore Dr. Henriette L. Wayne 
Dr. George H. Pollock Dr. Robert W. Webb 
Dr. Herbert S. Ripley Mrs. Harold G. Wolf 
Dr. Barbara Ross Dr. George J. Wright, Jr. 
Dr. Dorothy Ross Dr. Harold S. Wright 


Mrs. Henry Schuman Dr. J. M. Zucker 


